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PREFACE.

- This -book ‘¢ Jindlankiira ” was composed by a Sinhalese scholar
of renown viz:~ ane Venerable Buddharakkhita. He was learned in
. the thri Pitakas and various sciences such as grammer, Nyéya phxlosophy,
metrical science, rhetoric etc. He attained to great eminence in Ceylon
as a scholar and his fame extended to countries beyond Ceylon.

The book treats of the life of Buddha and is written in verse
and prose and in excellent style. Not only is the book older in composition
- than other works such as Jinacarita, Samantakita Vannana, describing
the life of the Buddha, but is universally admitted by the learned
to be superior to them in all respects.

This book will be found.- very useful to those who wish to acquire
a knowledge of the interesting legends connected with the life of Sakya--
muni and of important doctrines taught by Him. The following verses
appesring - at the conclusion -of the book show that it was written
in the year 1700 (Buddhist era) or about 1200 A, D.

“ Evam hi Buddhabhutassa
Katakiccassa tddino,
Parinibbutassa mallinam
Yamakasilana mantare.

Sattarasasate vasse
Gate lankitale tada,
Rohane sucivamsamhi
Jito patthata kittim4.

Buddharakkhita némo so
Bikkinam ganavécako -
Abhidhammanabhe viyu
Vegova matiya gato.
Néanésina titikkhena
Jitamirabalam jinam
Jinalankéra nimena
Alankarena’ lankari.

. “«In the seventeen hundreth year, Buddharakkhita Thega born in
the Rohona principality of Lanka jin an unsallied clan, of . wide re-
nown, teacher of a number of Bhikkhus and endowed with a knowledge



of Abhidhamma as widespread as a gale in the heavens, did adorn
*with the jewel of * Jindlankira” the lord Sikyamuni, who with the
extinguishing of passions and with the sword of wisdom vanquished evils
of attachment etc.” This venerable Buddharakkhita Thera lived in a
famous temple in the principality of Rohona in Magampattu in
the Southern Province. The name of the Vibara ( temple) where he
lived .is mentioned neither in this book nor elsewhere. He lived in
the reign of the. great king 8ri Pardkrama bdhu who reigned in
Ceylon with Polonnarn’ (Pulatthi) as his capital and who extended
hie role to countries beyond the Island.* Mahakasyapa, Moggallana,
Safiputta and other learned priests, anthers of well known works
on grammer, metrical science, rhetoric. etc., were contemporaries of
Buddharakkhita .in this famous age of learning. - Co

This book: consists of sixteen chapters and "describes seperately .
the various- wonderful sttributes of the Buddha. While this book is.
highly valued by Buddhist scholars of all ‘countries, the absence of
a ‘Sinhalese translation has prevented those ignorant of Pali from making
use of the book. Several educated friends who felt this want, having -
invited us to write and publish a "paraphrase into Sinhaless we, for
the present, give a Sinhalese version of the “ghthas” (verses).

We submitted: this publication to our respected tutor thg
Very Rev: C. A. Seelakkhandha Thera, who upon - seeing our work
approved of it and corrected a number of errors. We have to thank.
other friends also helped us in procuring old manuscripts of the work..

%l@'pdtaméz’lé. 2eqpaﬂﬁara Bhikihu.
DBaiapole Dhammapala Bhikkiie.

Sailabimbardma Vihira,
Dodanduwa, 1st October 1900.

# Vide Mahiwamsa, Chapters LXII-LXXIX.
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